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INDONESIA’S STRATEGIC POSTURE  
IN THE INDO-PACIFIC: BALANCING MARITIME 
DEFENCE, DIPLOMACY, AND REGIONAL STABILITY 
Muhammad Herindra 
Kementerian Pertahanan Republik Indonesia, Indonesia 

 
Abstract. 
The Indo-Pacific region has emerged as a critical geopolitical and 
geoeconomic arena, shaped by strategic sea lanes, abundant natural 
resources, and intensifying power rivalries among major states. As the 
world’s largest archipelagic nation, Indonesia occupies a central 
position in this maritime domain, facing both opportunities and 
challenges in safeguarding its national interests. This study examines 
Indonesia’s evolving defence strategy, grounded in the principles of 
non-alignment and sovereign autonomy, and its efforts to address 
maritime security threats through a dual approach of defence 
modernisation and regional diplomacy. Adopting a qualitative content 
analysis method, the study draws on policy documents, strategic 
doctrines, and expert literature to explore Indonesia’s responses to 
disputes in the North Natuna Sea and South China Sea. The findings 
reveal how Indonesia combines naval capability development with 
confidence-building measures, ASEAN engagement, and a "friendly 
neighbour" policy to manage regional tensions while upholding 
international law. This balanced posture not only enhances Indonesia’s 
maritime security but also contributes to broader Indo-Pacific peace, 
cooperation, and resilience. 

Keywords:  Indo-Pacific; maritime security; defence strategy; naval 
modernisation; regional diplomacy; strategic autonomy; international 
law 
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Introduction 
The Indo-Pacific occupies a pivotal position as a region 

defined by strategic sea lanes and abundant natural resources, 
placing it at the centre of global geopolitical competition (1). Major 
powers, including the United States, China, the United Kingdom, 
and France, actively pursue influence in the region, attracted by its 
role as a critical international trade route and as a contested space 
where military and economic interests converge. Located at the 
core of this dynamic maritime domain, Indonesia holds a unique 
strategic advantage as the world’s largest archipelagic state (2). 
This positioning creates both opportunities and challenges. Guided 
by principles of non-alignment and a firm commitment to national 
sovereignty, Indonesia continues to strengthen its geopolitical and 
defence posture (3). Key measures include modernising naval 
capabilities, expanding maritime patrol operations, and 
participating in multilateral military exercises, all directed at 
safeguarding territorial integrity and ensuring the freedom and 
security of navigation along vital Indo-Pacific Sea lanes. 

 
Literature Review 
Theoretical Studies 

Indonesia’s defence strategy operates within the framework 
of an independent and active foreign policy (4). This approach 
enables flexibility in international security affairs, permitting 
selective engagement without binding commitments. By fostering 
defence partnerships with countries including Australia and the 
United States, Indonesia advances strategic cooperation while 
deliberately avoiding formal military alliances. This policy of non-
alignment preserves national autonomy in navigating the shifting 
power dynamics of the Indo-Pacific. To implement this strategic 
posture, Indonesian defence policy prioritises naval modernisation, 
the expansion of maritime patrols, and participation in multilateral 
military exercises. These measures enhance deterrence, improve 
maritime domain awareness, and project strategic presence 
across key sea lanes. The overarching objective is to assert 
regional influence while safeguarding the freedom and security of 
international navigation through essential Indo-Pacific maritime 
corridors 

Empirical Studies 
Recent developments in the North Natuna Sea illustrate the 

persistence of potential conflicts arising from overlapping maritime 
claims and foreign intrusions into Indonesia’s Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) (5). Increased sightings of foreign coast guard and 
fishing vessels have led to a rise in maritime patrol operations and 
legal enforcement actions. Such incidents emphasise the need to 
maintain a strong maritime presence to uphold sovereign rights 
under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
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(UNCLOS) (6). 

Disputes in the South China Sea continue to heighten 
regional tensions (7). The assertive behaviour of several claimant 
states, including expansive maritime claims and the militarisation 
of disputed features, has generated increased strategic 
uncertainty. In response, Indonesia engages actively in regional 
forums, participates in joint naval exercises, and lodges diplomatic 
protests as key instruments to manage tensions and reinforce 
adherence to international legal norms. These empirical 
observations demonstrate the complexity of balancing strategic 
deterrence, legal assertion, and the pursuit of regional stability in 
contested maritime zones. 

Methods 
The study applies a qualitative content analysis to examine 

Indonesia’s defence and maritime policies, strategic doctrines, and 
regional diplomacy in addressing Indo-Pacific geopolitical 
challenges (8). Sources include national policy documents, 
defence white papers, official speeches, institutional reports, and 
peer-reviewed publications from the past decade, selected for 
relevance to maritime strategy, regional security, non-alignment, 
and responses to disputes in the North Natuna Sea and South 
China Sea. The analysis focuses on the relationship between 
defence modernisation, maritime sovereignty, and multilateral 
diplomacy, assessing how Indonesia operationalises sovereignty, 
non-alignment, and cooperation amid intensifying competition. 
Conducted over one year, the research ensures credibility through 
triangulation with government releases, ASEAN records, and 
expert-reviewed literature. 

Results and Discussion 
In confronting potential flashpoints like the North Natuna Sea, 

Indonesia implements a defence policy that integrates military 
preparedness with diplomatic initiatives. The deployment of both 
military and non-military assets supports a layered approach to 
national defence. At the same time, the pursuit of confidence-
building measures helps reduce misperceptions and prevent 
escalation. These dual-track efforts recognise that security 
depends as much on diplomacy and unity as on hard power.   

The North Natuna Sea holds dual strategic value, both 
territorial and economic. Rich in oil and gas potential, the area 
presents an attractive economic prospect. However, Indonesia 
refrains from exploiting these resources at the expense of regional 
peace. Current efforts focus on maintaining maritime stability, 
ensuring that defence readiness supports diplomatic engagement, 
rather than replacing it. This strategy positions Indonesia as a 
proponent of peace, international law, and cooperative growth in 
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the Indo-Pacific. 

The situation in the South China Sea further reinforces the 
importance of a peaceful, law-based approach. Sustaining regional 
stability and fostering economic development require adherence to 
international norms and cooperative mechanisms. Indonesia 
actively promotes peaceful dispute resolution, particularly through 
ASEAN frameworks and international diplomatic engagement, 
while retaining a readiness to defend territorial integrity. 

As a leading ASEAN member, Indonesia advances maritime 
security and promotes the blue economy. Defence forums serve 
as platforms to develop practical strategies, encourage military 
cooperation, and refine national doctrines. Through enhanced 
training, robust defence development, and diplomatic coordination, 
Indonesia contributes actively to regional resilience. Discussion 
outcomes from high-level forums reaffirm the importance of 
regional collaboration. The exchange of ideas and strategic 
perspectives reinforces shared commitment to a secure Indo-
Pacific. Recommendations from these engagements emphasize 
the need for continued modernisation, expanded defence 
diplomacy, and unified responses to emerging maritime 
challenges. The collective commitment to peace, security, and 
sovereignty defines Indonesia’s strategic posture in an increasingly 
contested region. 

Conclusion 
Indonesia’s strategic posture in the Indo-Pacific reflects a 

careful balance between defence preparedness and diplomatic 
engagement. Rooted in non-alignment and an independent foreign 
policy, Indonesia maintains autonomy while engaging in selective 
partnerships that enhance regional cooperation. Through naval 
modernisation, expanded patrols, and participation in multilateral 
exercises, Indonesia reinforces its ability to protect national 
interests and ensure freedom of navigation. In addressing territorial 
disputes in areas like the North Natuna Sea and the South China 
Sea, Indonesia prioritises stability over resource exploitation, 
demonstrating a commitment to peace and legal norms. This dual-
track approach, combining military capacity with active diplomacy, 
positions Indonesia as a key regional actor that promotes maritime 
security, economic resilience, and cooperative development. As 
geopolitical competition grows, Indonesia continues to pursue a 
strategy that safeguards sovereignty, fosters collaboration, and 
upholds the Indo-Pacific as a region of peace, stability, and shared 
prosperity. 
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